o Read

,E
=
S
v

]

w
@
5
G
=
Z
Ly
-
ol




When children become good readers in the early grades, they are more likely

to become better learners throughout their school years and beyond.

Learning Lo read is hard work for children. Fortunately, research is now availzble that

suggests how to give each child a good start in reading,
Becorning a reader involves the development of important skills, including fearning Lo

@ use language in conversatian

® listen and respond to stories read aloud

® recognize and name the letters of the alphabet

@ Jisten 1o the sounds of spoken language

@ connect sounds Lo letlers to figure out the "code” of reading

@ read often so that recognizing words becomes easy and autormatic
@ Jearn and vse new words

® understand 'what s read

Preschocl ard kendergarten teachers set the stage Tor vour child 1o learm 1o read with some
critical early skills. First second, anel third grade teachers then take up the task of building the
skills that children wall use every day for the rest of their Ives, As & parent, you can help by
understanding what teachers are teaching and by as<ng questons about your child's

progess and the cassrocm reading program.

You can also help your children become readers. Learning to read tales practice, more
practice than children get during the school day This brochure describes whal a qualily
reading program shauld ook ke at schoal and haw vou can support that pragran through

activities witn your children,




If your child is just beginning
to learn to read

At school you should see teachers...

@ Teaching the sounds of language. The leacher provides opportunities for children o
practice with the sounds that make up waords, Childsen learm to pul sounds tegethers Lo make

wiords and to break words into their separate sounds,

@ Teaching the letters of the alphabet. {cachers help children learn to recognize letter

narmes and shapes.
@ Helping children learn and use new words.
@ Reading to children every day. Teachers read with expression and talk with children
about what they are reading,
At home you can help by...

@ Practicing the sounds of language. Fead boois with mymes Teach your chitd rhyrees,
short poems, and songs. Play simple word garmes: How many words can you make up that sound
fike the word "bat™?

@ Helping your child take spoken words apart and put them togethe

Help vour child separate the sounds in words, listen for beginning

and encing sounds, and pul separale sounds Logether:

@ Practicing the alphabet by pointing
out letters wherever you see them
and by reading alphabet books.
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If your ehild is just beginning
to read

At school you should see teachers...

TR

@ Systematically teaching phonics—how sounds and letters are related.

@ Giving children the opportunity to practice the letter-sound relationships they are
learning. Children have the chance to practice sounds and letters by reading easy books that

use words with the lettersound relationsnips they are learning,

® Helping children write the letter-sound relationships they know by using them in words,

sentences, messages, and their own stories.

@ Showing children ways to think about and understand what they are reading. The teacher
asks chilgren guestions 1o show them how to think about the meaning of what they read.

At home you can help by...

@ Pointing out the letter-sound relationships your child is learning on labels, boxes,

newspapers, magazines and signs.

@ Listening to your child read words and bocks from school. Be patierit and listen as
your child practices. Let your child know you are proud of his reading,




If your ehild is reading

At school you should see teachers...

@ Continuing to teach letter-sound relationships for children who need more practice.
On average, children need about two years of instruction in lettersound relationships to

become good spellers as well as readers,

@ Teaching the meaning of words, especially words that are important to understanding
a book.

@ Teaching ways to learn the meaning of new wonrds. Teachers cannct possibly teach students
the meaning of every new word they see or read. Children should be taught how to use
dicticnaries to learm word meanings, how to use known words and waord parts o figure out

other words, and how to get clues about 2 word from the rest of the sentence,

® Helping children understand what they are reading. Good readers think as they read and
they know whether what they are reading s making sense, Teachers help children to check their
understanding. “When children are having difficulty, teachers show them ways to figure aut the
meaning of what they are reading,

At home you can help your child by...

® Rereading familiar books. Children need practice in reading comfortably and with expression
using books they know,

@ Building reading accuracy. As vour child is reading aloud, point out words he missed and help
hirn read words correctly f vou stop to focus on a word, have your child reread the whole
sentence to be sure he understands the meaning

@ Building reading comprehension. Talk with your child about what she is reading, Ask about
new words, Talk about what happened in a story, Ask about the characters, places, and everits
that took place, Ask what new information she has learmed from the book. Encourage her 1o
read on her own.



@ Share conversations with your child over meal times and

other times you are together. Children leamn words more
easily when they hear them spoken often. Introduce new and
interesting words at every oppottunity.

® Read together every day. Spend time talking about staries,
pictures, and words.

@ Be your child’s best advocate. Keep informed about your
child’s progress in reading and ask the teacher about ways
vou can help:

@ Be a reader and a writer. Children leam habits from the
people around them.

@ Visit the library often. Story times, compuiters, homewark
help, and other exciting activities awart the entire family.




Put Reading First

Helping Your Child Learn to Read

The Partnership for Reading

This brochure was pulblished by The Partnership for Reading, a collaborative oot of the MNational Instiote for
Literacy (MNIFLY, the Maticnal Instiute of Child Health and Hurman Development (MIZHE, and the L5,
Drepartrment of Fducabion o migke evidence-bisad reading ressarch avallable to ecucators, parenis, palicy-

makiers, and others with an interest in helping all people lear te read well,

RME Reseach Corporation developed this brochure with fuading Trom the MNatonal Instibuee for Literacy
under cortract nuenber 2002000093 The comments or conclusions do not necessarly represent [he
positons or policies of MIFL RICHT ar the LLS, Desartment of Education and you shiould rot assume

erdorsemeant by the Federal Government,

The Mational Institute for Literacy

Thie Mabaral Institule for Lileracy, an independent federal organzation, supports the cevelopment of high-
fualty state, regional, and maticnal teracy services so thel sl Areencans can develep the leracy skills they
aeed to succeed at wiork at horne, ard in the communtys The MNaticnal Institute for Literacy administers The
Pertnership for Reading and other programs that promate child and adult Iteracy For rrore informiation
azaul NIFL and reading visit www.nifl.gov.

o ebitain the full copy of Teaching Children to Read, the 2000 report of the MNatonal Reading Parelwhich
serves as the basis for the infarmation in this brocure, visit www.nationalreadingpanel.org,

For additional copies of this brochure, contact the Mational Institute for Literacy at ED Puks,

FC Box 1398, jessup, MD 2075%4- | 398, | -B0C-228-88 | 3. Fax 301-430-1244,

Emmail EdPubOrders@aspensys.com. O download the document at www.nifl. gov.
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